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FROM THE PRESIDENT
I hope you and your dear ones have enjoyed a wonderful summer! As I write this letter, I am looking
forward to a fabulous meeting on Friday, September 28.
Yes, it is on a Friday, not on a Wednesday as the SANDS meetings have been in the past. We are
experimenting having SANDS meetings on Fridays this year. Thanks to the SANDS Executive Committee for
agreeing to change the meeting days to accommodate my schedule. We had our first Friday SANDS meeting in
June and about thirty people showed up at the meeting. It was a successful meeting considering it was the week
of student graduations and the beginning of summer.
We will have an excellent program for our September meeting. We are fortunate to have two internationally
recognized and popular speakers, Chevell Parker, Senior Principal Technical Support Analyst, and Vince
DelGobbo, Senior Software Developer, who will be presenting at our meeting. Both speakers are from SAS
Institute.
In the afternoon, Vince DelGobbo will show you how to get the results that you need from statistical and
other procedure output. I am sure every SAS user needs this skill and can learn something from Vince’s
presentation. Chevell will then present two of his most sought-after papers: “A Deep Dive Into the SAS® ODS
Excel Destination” and “Using the SAS® Output Delivery System to Create Microsoft Excel Worksheets That
Answer Those Difficult Questions.” Both presentations are about SAS and Excel. I have to admit that Excel
files are still the most used file format when I generate my analysis output at work. There will be many good
techniques to take back to my work, and yours.
Just as in the past few years, SAS Institute will sponsor the dinner and door-prizes for this meeting. This will
be the featured meeting of the year, so please RSVP through Eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sassponsored-sands-meeting-tickets-49154751184. You can get early bird rate if you register by September 15.
It is also election time for SANDS! SANDS has three annually elected positions on the Executive
Committee, open to any SANDS member. They are: President, Vice President, and Secretary/Treasurer. If
you are interested in running, please email me your name and the position you would like to apply for. At the
meeting, we will take nominations from the floor as well. Please take this opportunity to step up and serve your
local SAS community. I look forward to seeing you in the business portion of the meeting to vote!
This year, the 2018 Western Users of SAS® Software Conference will be held in Sacramento, California
from September 5th to September 7th (https://wuss18.org/). It’s another opportunity for you to present your
work and network with other SAS users.
Finally, and most importantly, I would like to thank our sponsors SAS Institute, advertisers, SANDS
Executive Committee members, and the volunteers, who continuously support our local SAS community.
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting! - Wei Cheng
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- M E E TI N G A G E N D A

MEE TI N G A G E N D A - S E P T E M B E R 2 8 , 2 0 18
Location: Building CB4, Rooms 2249+2250 - RSVP Now!

Time
3:00
to
4:30
4:35
to
5:25
5:30
to
6:30
6:35
to
7:25
7:30
to
8:00

Session
Vincent DelGobbo
Manipulating Statistical and Other Procedure Output to Get the Results That You Need
Chevell Parker
Insights From a SAS Technical Support Guy: A Deep Dive Into the SAS® ODS Excel
Destination
Dinner / Networking
Welcome / SANDS Business - Wei Cheng
Chevell Parker
More Than Just a Pretty Face: Using the SAS® Output Delivery System to Create
Microsoft Excel Worksheets That Answer Those Difficult Questions
Stump the Programmer and Coders’ Corner - Wei Cheng
Door Prizes and Giveaways

SANDS Sponsorship
We would like to thank Pfizer for having once again generously provided our meeting room.
This month, the SAS Institute is sponsoring all three presentations and providing the networking
dinner and giveaways. It is our sponsors who make it possible for us to hold our meetings so, at
the event, please do let sponsor representatives know how much you appreciate their support. If
your company would like to sponsor SANDS activities, please contact the SANDS sponsorship
coordinators, Tyler Smith and Vivian Huang.
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- S P E A KE R B IO S A N D A B S T RA C T S

Vincent DelGobbo
Senior Software Developer, SAS Institute
Vince DelGobbo is a Senior Software Developer in the Metadata and Execution Services group at SAS. This
group's responsibilities include the SAS/IntrNet Application Dispatcher and SAS Stored Processes. He is
involved in the development of new Web- and server-based technologies, bringing 3rd-party metadata into
SAS, and integrating SAS output with Microsoft Office. He was also involved in the early development of the
ExcelXP ODS tagset. Vince has been a SAS Software user since 1982, and joined SAS in 1992.
Manipulating Statistical and Other Procedure Output to Get the Results That You Need
Many scientific and academic journals require that statistical tables be in a specific format (for example, the American Psychological
Association [APA] style). This paper shows you how to change the output of any SAS® procedure to conform to any journal or corporate
style. You'll learn how to save data from any SAS procedure, change the data format using the DATA step, and dynamically create a
format based on your data. You'll also use the SAS Output Delivery System (ODS) inline formatting functions and style overrides, and
produce several output formats, including HTML, RTF (for Microsoft Word), PDF, and Microsoft Excel files. Finally, you'll learn how to
create and deliver the output on-demand using SAS server technology. This paper is appropriate for all SAS skill levels.

Chevell Parker
Senior Principal Technical Support Analyst, SAS Institute
Chevell Parker is a member of the Foundation SAS® group in the SAS Technical Support Division. He supports
the SAS® Output Delivery System and XML technologies, and he also supports integration of Python into SAS®
software.
Insights From a SAS Technical Support Guy: A Deep Dive Into the SAS® ODS Excel
Destination
SAS is a world leader in data analytics while Microsoft Excel, with over 30 million active users, is a leader when it comes to spreadsheet
packages. Excel spreadsheets are heavily used for calculations, information organization, statistical analysis, and graphics. SAS can
leverage the power of its world-class analytics and reporting capabilities to produce stylistic and highly functional Excel spreadsheets
using the Excel destination in the SAS® Output Delivery (ODS) System. This paper, relevant to anyone who uses Microsoft Excel, offers
insights into the depths of the ODS Excel destination by illustrating how you can customize styles in Microsoft Excel worksheets, and it
discusses common layout and reporting questions (including limitations). In addition, the discussion covers useful applications for
automating and executing Excel worksheets. After diving deep into this discussion about the ODS Excel destination, you should
understand the behavior and capabilities of the destination so that you can create aesthetic and effective Excel worksheets.
More Than Just a Pretty Face: Using the SAS® Output Delivery System to Create Microsoft Excel
Worksheets That Answer Those Difficult Questions
Microsoft Excel worksheets enable you to explore data that answers the difficult questions that you face daily in your work. When you
combine the SAS® Output Deliver System (ODS) with the capabilities of Excel, you have a powerful toolset you can use to manipulate
data in various ways, including highlighting data, using formulas to answer questions, and adding a pivot table or graph. In addition,
ODS and Excel give you many methods for enhancing the appearance of your tables and graphs. This paper, written for the beginning
analyst to the most advanced programmer, illustrates first how to manipulate styles and presentation elements in your worksheets by
controlling text wrapping, highlighting and exploring data, and specifying Excel templates for data. Then, the paper explains how to use
the TableEditor tagset and other tools to build and manipulate both basic and complex pivot tables that can help you answer all of the
questions about your data. You will also learn techniques for sorting, filtering, and summarizing pivot-table data.
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- T I P S FOR U S I N G A D A T A WA RE N OU S E

Click here to read the full article on the SANDS website.
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- K I R K’ S KO RN E R

Click here to read the full article on the SANDS website.
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- A R T’ S S TU M P T H E P RO G RA M M E R

Click here to read the PDF version on the SANDS website.
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SANDS Membership
Membership in the San Diego SAS Users Group, Inc. (SANDS) provides an opportunity for SAS users
to meet and keep updated on SAS issues. Seminars and presentations allow SAS users to gain knowledge
with little or no cost. It is also an opportunity for consultants and prospective employees to meet possible
employers, and companies to show their SAS-related products and host a meeting. We welcome those
interested in giving presentations and writing articles for the newsletter. Presently, there is no charge to
attend our meetings or to receive our newsletter; small fees may be asked for some special functions or
workshops.
The SANDS membership list is not given out to others and is used only to disseminate SANDS related
business, such as newsletters or special announcements. Those wishing to sell their products or services
have the opportunity to advertise in the newsletter at reasonable rates.
To become a member, please email the following to Cathy Liu: Name, Title, Organization, Telephone,
E-mail, Fax, Address, Work or Home indicator, Computer Platform, SAS version, and SAS related areas of
interest.
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Map to Pfizer La Jolla Campus
For this meeting, VISITORS
CB2
can Check In at CB4 directly.
(VISITORS Check In)
10770 Science Center Drive
San Diego, CA 92121
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Directions to the Campus Buildings

Genese
e Ave.

Please refer all Contractors and Visitors that will be visiting
CB1-CB6, CB10 or The Pfizer Incubator to the CB2 Visitors Check-in Center.

A photo ID is required for visitor check in.

Groups of 15 or more will check-in at the lobbies of the buildings visited.
Visitors should arrive 15 to 20 minutes early to allow enough time for check-in.
From San Diego International Airport.
Follow signs to I-5 North.
Proceed on I-5 North for approx. 10 miles.
Exit I-5 at Genesee Ave. and make a left at the stop light.
Make a right at the second stop light which will be Science Center Drive.
CB2 Visitors Center is located at the end of the cul-de-sac.
Visitor Parking is to the left. Please follow Visitors Signs.
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S A N D S EX EC UTIV E C O M M ITTEE
ELECTED OFFICERS
President • Wei Cheng
Vice-President • Archie Medrano
Secretary/Treasurer • Song Lin
Advertising Coordinators • Tyler Smith & Vivian Huang
Ty pe

Dimensions (w x h)

Cost

Business Card

3.5” x 2”

$25

Quarter Page

3.5” x 4.5”

$50

Half Page

7” x 4.5”

$125

Full Page

7” x 9”

$225

Note: Prices may change without notice. Additional fees may be charged if modifications are needed. For verification of current
prices and/or to send ads in PDF format, please contact Tyler Smith and/or Vivian Huang.

Catering Coordinator • Vivian Huang
Facilities Coordinator • Ren-Yu Tzeng
Job Bank Coordinator • Jia Hu
Membership Coordinators • Cathy Liu
SAS Institute Liaison • Andrea Littleton
Speaker/Program Coordinator • Kirk Paul Lafler
Sponsorship Coordinators • Vivian Huang & Tyler Smith
Members At-Large • Scott Leslie, Charlie Shipp
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster • Archie Medrano
The SANDS newsletter is published semiannually and distributed to members by e-mail. The SANDS EC team appreciates the
efforts of all contributors, without whom this newsletter would not be possible. We are always looking for volunteers to contribute
original content to the quarterly newsletter. If you have ideas or suggestions for the newsletter, please share them with us. We
would love to hear them! Newsletter text not otherwise indicated was written or edited by the Editor. Please send any questions or
comments to the Editor.
SAS and all other SAS Institute Inc. product or service names are registered trademarks or trademarks of SAS Institute Inc. in the
USA and other countries. ® indicates USA registration.
Websites:

sandsug.org
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